
Table 1.  Aquatic Nuisance Species Considered the “Most Troublesome” or “Potentially 
Troublesome Should They Become Established” in the Mississippi River Basin States. 
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Plants                                                                                                                                                       18 
Hydrilla  
Hydrilla verticillata 

X X        X    X     X        P X        7 

Eurasian Watermilfoil  
Myriophyllum spicatum . 

X X   X X X  X    X X X T    T  X X X  X P X   X   18 

Brittle Naiad 
Najas minor 

              X                     1 

Purple Loosestrife  
Lythrum salicaria 

    X X  X X    X X X  X   X    X  X     X   12 

Phragmites spp. 
 

     X   X                           2 

Water Hyacinth  
Eichhornia crassipes 

         X    X              X        3 

Alligator Weed  
Alternanthera philoxeroides 

             X                      1 

Floating primrosewillow  
Ludwigia peploides  

             X                      1 

Uruguayan primrosewillow  
Ludwigia uruguayensis 

             X                      1 

Chinese Tallow Tree  
Triadica sebifera 

         X                          1 

Salvinia spp. 
 

         X    X     X    X             4 

Curly-leaf Pondweed  
Potamogeton crispus 

     X       X  X T    X    X  X     X     8 

Flowering Rush 
Botumus umbellatus 

            X                       1 

Western Salt Cedar 
Tamarix spp. 

       T            X                2 

Japanese Knotweed 
Polygonum cuspidatum 

                  X                 1 

Parrot Feather 
Myriophyllum aquaticum 

             X     X                 2 

Australian Water Clover 
Marsilea mutica 

                      X             1 

Asian Spiderwort 
Murdannia keisak 

                  X                 1 

Microorganisms                                                                                                                                        3
Whirling Disease 
Myxobolus cerebralis 

  X             X    T            X    4 

Carp Spring Viremia 
Rhabdovirus carpio 

                   T           X T    3 

Yellow Perch Parasite 
Heterosporis  

                   T           X T    3 

Crustaceans                                                                                                                                                4 
Spiny Waterflea  
Bythotrephes cederstroemi 

     X   X    P       T           P T    6 

Fish Hook Waterflea  
Cercopagis pengoi 

                   T           P T    3 

Rusty Crayfish  
Orconectes rusticus 

    X        X      T        X    X T    6 

Red Swamp Crayfish  
Procambarus clarki 

                  T             T    2 

Mollusks                                                                                                                                                    5 
Zebra Mussel   
Dreissena polymorpha  

X X   X X X T X    X X X T   T T  X X X   X   X X T  20 

Asian Clam  
Corbicula fluminea 

  X     X       X    X    X X    X        7 

Quagga Mussel  
Dreissena bugensis 

                   T  X  X            3 

Southern Mapleleaf Mussel 
Quadrula apiculata 

        X                           1 

New Zealand Mud Snail  
Potamopyrgus antipodarum 

               X    T            P    3 

Fish                                                                                                                                                          15 
Sea Lamprey  
Petromyzon marinus 

            P                  P T    3 

Common Carp  
Cyprinus carpio 

 X X    X      X    X  X X  X X X  X  X  X X X  15 

Rudd  
Scardinius erythrophthalmus 

  X                             T    2 

Blueback Herring  
Alosa aestivalis 

   X                       P         2 

Bighead Carp  
Hypophthalmichthys nobilis 

 X   X X X X X     X X  X   T   X   X X     T   14 

Silver Carp  
Hypophthalmichthys molitrix 

 X   X   X X     X X  X   T      X X     T   11 

http://nas.er.usgs.gov/plants/images/marsilea/mut_ba_opt.jpg


Grass Carp  
Ctenopharyngodon idella 

    X    X      X  X  X X   X             7 

Black Carp  
Mylopharyngodon piceus 

    X  T       X X    X T       T     T    8 

Nile Tilapia  
Oreochromis niloticus 

             X                      1 

Round Goby  
Neogobius melanostomus 

    X P       P       T  P         P     6 

Ruffe  
Gymnocephalus cernuus 

            P       T           P T    4 

White Perch  
Morone Americana 

    X   X         X       X       P T    6 

Red Shiner  
Cyprinella lutrensis 

                  T                 1 

Rainbow Smelt  
Osmerus mordax 

                              X     1 

Alewife  
Alosa pseudoharengus 

        X        X          X    P     4 

Mammals                                                                                                                                                   1
Nutria 
Myocastor Coypus 

         X    X                      2 

 
 
X – Species is present and creating problems in the State. 
P – Species is present and creating problems in the State, but not yet in the Mississippi River Basin watershed. 
T – Species is not yet present in the State, but is considered a major threat should it become established in the State. 
 
Source:  Survey of state agency members of the Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Resource Association, P.O. Box 774, Bettendorf, IA  52722, June 2003. 


